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SERMON I. 
2 Cox. 3. and 3, 4. 


But if our Goſpel be hid, it is hid to them that 
are lat, in whom the God of this world bath 
blinded the minds of them that believe not, 
left the light of the glorious Goſpel of Chriſt 
(who is the image of God) ſhould ſhine unto them. 


1. Moment's reflection upon the preceding 
verſes, with which this paſſage of ſcrip- 

ture is cloſely connected, will caſt much light up- 
on it and aſſiſt us to underſtand its purport. The 
apoſtle, in the foregoing chapter, having drawn 
a compariſon. between the goſpel and the law, the 
Chriſtiaa and Moſaic œconomy, and ſhewn the 
ſuperiority of the former to the latter, proceeds 
in the beginning of this chapter to ſpeak of the 
conduct of himſelf and his fellow apoſtles, who 
were entruſted with the diſpenſation of this goſpel. 
2. Seeing then (ſays he) we have received this 

miniſtry, a miniſtry ſo ſuperior to that wherewith 
Moſes was entruſted, more excellent in its nature 
and more beneficial in its effects, transforming all 
who receive it into the image of Gop; as we 
have obtained mercy to be accounted faithful, as 
Gop has in mercy accepted us as his ſervants 
in the goſpel and ſupported us in our 
work; we faint not, are not diſcouraged, do 
not deſiſt from the glorious enterprize : But 
have renounced the hidden things of diſhoneſty, 
whatever a perſon has need to hide or be aſhamed 
of; not walking in craftineſs, not making uſe of 
guile, fraud or low cunning, nor handling the word 
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of God deceitfully, not eorrupting it with impure 
mixtures of our own (as vintners do their wines) 
not adding to it, diminiſhing from it, nor ſtriving 
to accommodate it to the taſte of our hearers : 
but by manifeſtation of the truth, by ſpeaking the 
whole truth clearly and plainly, commending our- 
 feives to every man's conſetence, appealing to the 
conſciences of ſinners tor the truth of what we 
ſay, or rather addreſſing ourſelves to their con- 
ſciences, aiming principally to convince and 
awaken theſe z and all this in the fight of God, 
knowing he is a witneſs to our behaviour in 
his work and will ſhortly call us to give an ac- 
__ and therefore deſiring to approve ourſelves 

to him. | 
3. But if notwithſtanding the excellency of 
the doctrine we teach and the plain, clear and 
powerful manner in which we deliver ourſelves 
our goſpel aye (for ſo it ſhould be tranſlated) as 
well as the law, be hid, (Gr. veiled or conceal. 
ed as the face of Moſes by the veil, to which 
he alludes) it js hid to them that are loft, in 
whom the God of this world hath blinded the © 
minds of them that believe not, left the light of 
the glorious goſpel of Chriſt ſhould ſhine unto them. 
The Jews in general were ignorant of the law 
and their ignorance was attended with the moſt 
fatal conſequences; yet ſtill they might have been 
faved by becoming acquainted with the goſpel ; 
but if they were ſtrangers to the goſpel alſo, 
there was no remedy for them, but they were loft 
without hope of recovery. The fame is affirm- 
ed concerning all mankind in general, as well as 
the Jews in particular. If any child of man to 
whom the goſpel is plainly and money preached 
(for what 8 to do to judge thoſe that are 
without ?) till remain ignorant of its nature and 
unexperienced in its theapoſtle pronounces 
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in the moſt expreſs terms that he is 4%, loſt now 
and in the way to be loſt for ever. 

4. Surely then it highly concerns ug to whom 
this goſpel is preached, thoroughly to underſtand 
it and experience its efficacy, and to be well aſſured 
that we do ſo: Surely it we are wiſe we ſhall not 
reſt upon an uncertainty here, ſhall not ſatisfy 
ourſelves with any thing thort of a clear aſſurance 
that we are favingly acquainted with the goſpel 
of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, Now 
with a view to aſſiſt you in this moſt important 
matter, I beg your candid and ſerious attention 

ile J enquire into 


I. The nature and deſign of the goſpel. 
II. The conſequences of being ignorant of it. 
IH. The reaſon why, notwithſtanding theſe 


conſequences, ſo many remain unacquainted 
with it. 

And firſt, \I am to enquire into the nature and 
deſign of the goſpel of Chriſt, <1 
1. It is well known that the Greek word which 
we tranſlate goſpel, means “ good neus or 
glad tidings.” Such the goſpel undoubtedly is 
to every child of man; glad tidings of great joy 
unto all people. Such all account it to be who 
are rightly informed concerning it, who know its 
worth and their want of it. And if any ſon or 
daughter of Adam do not account the goſpel glad 
tidings, the reaſon is, they are ignorant of it. 
For it is tidings of eyes to the blind, feet to 
the lame, health to the ſick; tidings of light 
to them that ſit in darkneſs, of ſtrength to ſuch as 
are weak and helpleſs, of liberty to thoſe bound 
in miſery and iron, and of pardon and life to per- 
ſons condemned to die. In other words, it is 
tidings of forgiveneſs of ſins, of holineſs, and of 
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heaven to ſuch as are notoriouſly guilty, utterly 
depraved and altogether hell-deſerving ; tidings 
of the higheſt honour and moſt conſummate hap- 
pineſs to perſons ſunk into the greateſt depth of 
infamy and wretchedneſs. In the goſpel we learn 
that God hath viſited and redeemed his people, and 
hath raiſed up an horn of ſalvation for us in the 
hauſe of David his ſervant—ſalvation from our 
enemies and from the hand of all that hate us, that 
we might ſerve him without fear in righteouſneſs 
and holineſs before him all the days of our life. In 
ſhort by the goſpel glory is brought ts God in the 
higheſt, oe is proclaimed upon earth, and the 
_ good-will of heaven is manifeſted to men for it 
diſcovers to us a Saviour who is Chrift the Lord, 
divinely appointed and ſufficiently qualified to 
reſcue fallen manfram fin and miſery and reinſtate 
him in the favour and image of Gop. 

2. But I muſt be alittle more particular. The 
whole goſpel proceeds on this ſuppoſition that man- 
kind are in a fallen ſtate, that they have loſt the 
favour and image of Gop and are by nature ig- 
norant, ſinful, guilty and, helpleſs : that there is 
none that under/tandeth, that all have ſinned, and 
come ſhort of the glory of God, that the whole world 
are guilty before God, and that we are all without 
firength. On this foundation the goſpel is built: 
Take away this and it has nothing to ſupport it. 
Deny the fl of man, his original depravity, the 
one ſource of all his actual tranſgreſſions, and. 
you deny the whole goſpel of Chriſt, all that de- 
erves the name of goſpel or glad tidings. For 
ſure to deny that we are ſick is to deny we have 
any need of a phyſician; and if we are not guilty 
and condemn e does but inſult us who offers 
us a pardon. Let then the ſecret infidels of our 
day ſpeak out; let them tell us in plain terms 
that they diſbelieve the goſpel of Chriſt; let — 
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vpenly avow their ſentiments and reject Chriſti- 
anity altogether. This would be acting a far 
more honourable part (and they too are men of 
honour !) than under colour of friendſhip and 
with * of regard, ſlyly to ſtab it in the 
dark cowardly to endeavour that in ſecret 
which they dare not attempt openly. | 
38 5 ng it for granted then, that mankind are 
loſt, the goſpel propoſes their reſtoration. It is 
exactly ſuited to our caſe : it is juſt ſuch a diſ- 
penſation as we want: it is a remedy every way 
adequate to our diſeaſe. It offers us all that we 
loſt in Adam, and much more than we ever had. 
It ſhews us how we may eſcape fin, and death, 
and hell, and how we may recover holineſs and 
heaven, the favour and image of Gop here, and 
the enjoyment of his glory for ever hereafter. 

4. But all this will a more manifeſt if we 
conſider, a little, the ſhort but full account the 


apoſtle has given us of the goſpel in the preceding 


chapter where he compares it with the law. ver. 
he calls the Law, the miniſtration of condemnation, 
and the goſpel the miuiſtration of righteouſneſs. 
By the /aw there, -he principally means the moral 
law which alone was written and engraven on 
ones, ver. 7) and this he call the miniſtration of 
condemnation becauſe it condemns mankind for 
their violation of it. Had we obſerved and kept 
it in all points, at all times and in all reſpects, 


perfectly, univerſally and conſtantly, inſtead of 


condemning, it would have acquitted and re- 


-warded us: For the law ſaith He that doeth 


theſe things ſhall live by them. But becauſe 
we have all violated it in one or more points 
(and he that offends though only in one point 
15 guilty of all) therefore it condemns us all. And 
hence the apoſtle declares, as many as are of the 
works of the law (expect ſalvation by the merit of 
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works) are under the curſe, for it is written curſed 
is every one that continueth not in all things 
which are written in the book of the law to do them. 

5. Such is the condition of all men by nature. 
All having 3 and come ſbort of the glory of God, 
all are guilty before God, children of wrath, and 
under ſentence of condemnation to the ſecond 
death, the lake that burneth with fire and brim- 
one. And the law, conſidered in itſelf, in its 
precepts and penalties, knows no mercy but 
denounces judgement without mercy. It pro- 
vides no way of eſcape. But the goſpel does: 
it is a — of righteouſneſs : it ſhews us 
how we may be pardoned and accepted conſiſt. 
ently with the juſtice and truth of GoD 3 how we 
may be delivered from the curſe of the law and 
* the authority of it be preſerved inviolate. 

herein the day far from on high hath 7 goon us 
fo give light to us who ſat in darkneſs and in the 
ſhaddow of death and to guide our feet in the paths 
of peace, For therein the righteouſneſs of God 
is revealed from faith 3 Gop's method of 
juſtifying ſinners by faith in the righteouſneſs of 
Chriſt Therein we learn that God made Chriſt 
fn (or a ſin-offering) for us, though he knew no 
In, that we might be made the righteouſneſs of Go 
in him : that God hath ſet him forth to be a propiti- 
ation through faith in his yy declare his riglite- 
ovuſneſs (both Juſtice and mercy) for the remiſſion 
2 0 . that Ch hath _— 2 
from the curſe of the law, being made a curſe for us. 
Hence it is that, notwithſtanding our guilt and 
impotence, we may be juſtified freely by his grace 
through the redemption that there is in Fefus ; yea 
God can be juſt and yet the juſtiſier of him that be- 
leveth in Jeſus, he can pardon and accept the ſin- 
ner, without any impeachment of his divine per- 
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fections or any derogation from the authority of 
his holy law, 

6. On this ground it is, that the goſpel offers 
us a free, full, and univerſal pardon for all our 
paſt offences. It aſſures us that God was in 
Christ, reconciling the world to himſelf, not impu- 
ting their treſpaſſes to them, and that he hath com- 
metted to his apoſtles the word of reconciliation. 
They therefore, according to the commiſſion 
Chriſt had given them, beſeeching ſinners to be 
reconciled to (30D, not only preached repentance 
but alſo remiſſion of fins in his name among all 
nations: In his name they offered, and that to all 
without exception, 


% Pardon for infinite offence! and pardon 

«© By means that ſpeak its value infinite! 

«© A pardon bought with blood! with blood divine! 
«© With blood divine of him we made our foe ! 

% Perfiſted to provoke! tho? woo'd and aw'd, 

«© Bleſt and chaſtis'd yet flagrant rebels ſtill.!“ 


And in order to the enjoyment of this pardon, 
required nothing of mankind but repentance to- 
wards God, and faith, living faith in the Lord Je- 
ſus Chriſt, both which they repreſented as the 
gifts of Gon. For, with the prophets they bore 
witneſs that if we draw nigh to God he will draw 
nigh tous, and that whoſoever believeth in Chriſt 
doth receive the forgiveneſs 12 ins ; yea that by 
Aim all who believe are juſtified from all things. 
Thus we fee it is clearly revealed and y 
declared in the goſpel, that becauſe of what Chri 
hath done and ſuffered, the moment we truly be- 
lieve on him (viz. with a penitent and loving 
heart) God is merciful to our unrighteouſneſs and 
our fins and iniguities he remembers us more. He 
treats us as _ we had never offended, accepts 


us through the beloved into the number of his 
B dren 
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children, and we receive the promiſe of the 2 
through faith, even the ſpirit of adoption whereby 
we cry, Abba Father. 

7, This leads me to ſpeak of another principal 
bleſſing of the goſpel concerning which alſo we 
are » * in the former chapter. ver. 7, the 
apoſtle calls the law the miniſtration of death, ver. 
8, the goſpel the miniftration of the ſpirit. He 
calls the law the miniſtration of death, and not 
only becauſe it condemned wilful tranſgreilors to 
temporal death, and condemns us all to the ſecond 
death; but alſo becauſe in conſequence of our vio- 
lation of it we are deprived of union with Gop, 
in which our ſpiritual life as much conſiſts, as our 
natural life in the union of ſoul and body. Our 
fins have ſeparated between us and our Gop; 
we are alienated from the life of Gop, and cf con- 
ſequence are ſpiritually dead, dead in treſpaſſes 
and fins, 

8. To illuſtrate this a little. No ſooner has the 
foul left the body than natural life is at an end. 
The body has no longer any ſenſibility of pleafure 
or pairi. It has eben any ſenſation: it has 
eyes, but ſees not, ears, but hears not. It has no 
longer any power; it cannot move, or act, or 
make reſiſtance? but may, be dragged hither and 
thither at will. It is helpleſs, tends to putrefac- 
tion, and is only fit to be removed out of the ſight 
of the living, to whom it is now become loath- 
ſome and abominable.— In like manner, no ſoon- 
er has Gop left the ſoul than ſpiritual life is at an 
end. The foul has no longer any ſenſibility of 
fin, its evil nature and dreadful tendency ; any 
conſcious grief when overtaken by it, or joy when 
Preſerved from it. It has no longer (if I may fo 


2 any ſpiritual ſenſation: it /ces not by faith 
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m that is inviſible, hears not the voice of Chriſt,” © | 
nor feels the powers of the world to come. In 


other 
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other words, it has no ſaving knowledge in divine 
things, God and the things of Gop are con- 
cealed from it: It has no longer any power; it 
cannot move one ſtep heavenward, perform any 
, thing properly good, or reſiſt and conquer temp- 
E tation; but the devil, the world and the fleſh drag 
l it hither and thither, at pleaſure and uncontrouled. 
; It is helpleſs, corrupted by tin, filthy and polluted 
and only fit to be removed out of the ſight (as 
it Fay of an holy Gop, to whom it is now 
become abominable and buried in the lake that 

burneth with fire and brimſtone.. 
9. In this condition the law leaves mankind. 
Conſidered in itſelf, it points us to no remedy, 
but rather pronounces us incurable and our cafe 
deſperate. Not fo the goſpel : it is a mini/tration 
of the ſpirit. It informs us of and offers to us 
the holy ſpirit of Gop, whoſe office it is to re- 
ſtore our ſouls to ſpiritual life and heal all the 
diſeaſes wich by fin we have contracted. "There- 
in we are told that when Chriſt aſcended up on 
high and led captivity captive, he received gifts 
for men, even the rebellious, that the Lord Ged 
might dwell among them: that in him all fulneſs 
dwells, and that out of his fulneſs we may receive 
grace for grace. Therein we are informed of the 
ſaving grace of God appearing to all men, and of 
the true light enlightening every man that cometh 
into the world. And we are aſſured if we do not 
quench this light and reject this grace, it ſhall be 
imparted more and more to guide, renew and com- 
fort us. For in the goſpel Chriſt offers t baptize 
us with the Holy Ghoſt and with fire, to live in us 
that we may live alfa, to quicken us and rays us uf 
and make us fit together with himſelf in heavenly 
places. He promiſes, if we will come to him and 
drink, out of our belly (figuratively ſpeaking) ſhall 
foto rivers of living water, ſuch abundance of 
. B 2 ſpiritual 
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ſpiritual life ſhall we poſſeſs that it ſhall overflow 
(as it were) for the quickening and refreſhment 
of others; yea he aſſures us (if we aſk) he will 
give us living water, and that water ſhall be in us 
4 well of water ſpringing up to life eternal. Now 
all this he ſpeaks of the ſpirit which they who belięue 
en him do receive, that ſpirit which is offered in 
the goſpel and which accompanying its truths 
when delivered, renders them the potber of God 
unto ſalvation to every one that believeth, 

10. By this ſpirit we are again united to God 
and put in poſſeſſion of ſpiritual life. Our eyes 
are opened and we ſee the dreadful ſituation we are 
in by nature and practice: We diſcover the ruin 
that hangs over our guilty heads and threatens to 
bury us in eternal deſtruction. Ourdeafears are 
unſtopped and we hear the voice of him that raiſeth 
the dead and calleth things that are not as though 
they were, calleth us to 'come forth out of the 

rave of ſin that we may live a new life, a 
ife hid with Chriſt in Gad. I mean, our under- 

anding is enlightened with the light of life, and 
we are made, acquainted with things ſpiritual and 
divine, which while - deſtitute of the ſpirit we 
could not diſcern. Our conſcience alfo is rouſed 
from its lethargy and we are convinced of fin and 
of righteouſneſs. We are now no longer inſen- 
fible of grief and pain on account of the ſins we 
have committed and the puniſhment we have de- 
terved, or of joy and delight, on account of what 
Chriſt hath done and ſuffered for us, and the 
proſpect of eternal glory he hath opened to our 


view. But we feel the moſt tender and wy | 


affections, excited by the things of Gop whic 

before we could contemplate with total uncon- 

cern. 

1. The Holy Spirit has tripped fin of it 
diſguiſe, and beholding the monſter in all its de 
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ment of goſpel bleſſings, the entire poſſeſſion of 
their heavenly inheritance : They then receive the 
end 4 their faith, the ſalvation of their ſouls. 

16. Forlife and immortality are brought to light 

by the goſpel. Not contented within the narrow 
bounds of time, it launches out into an eternal 
ſtate and there expatiates at large. It not only 
acquaints us with what ſhall hereatter be tranſacted 
within the ſphere of creation and limits of time, 
but it unfolds the myſteries of eternity, and | 
conducts our contemplations through the immen- | 
ſity of the Godhead, © It burns the preſent | 
« world, triumphs over death by a general reſur- | 
& rection, and opens all into an eternal ſtate,” 
The reſtoration of thoſe bodies to immortal life, 
which were reduced to corruption and duſt in the 
grave; the conflagration and diffolution of this 
beautiful ſyſtem of things; the deciſive trial of 
men and angels at is bar, who once expired upon 
an ignominious crofs between two thieves ; and 
the 11:ue of all in the everlaſting deſtruction of the 
finally impenitent and the eternal glory of the 
righteous ; theſe are the important events revealed 
in the goſpel, but which I muſt now forbear to 
conſider. _ | 

17. And now, my brethren, ſay if this goſpel, 
ſo ſurprizing and wonderful in its diſcoveries ; fo 
deep and unſearchablein its myſteries ; fo alarming 
and dreadful in its threatnings ; ſo comforting and 
delightful in its promiſes ; and fo eririching and 
ennobling in its privileges and bleſſings; ſay if this 
goſpel does not well deſerve the ſerious attention, 
diligent ſtudy and hearty reception of all! 


„What heart of ſtone but glows at thoughts like 
theſe ? 

Such contemplations m unt us; and ſhould mount 

« The ſoul ſtill higher ; and never glance on man, 

« Unraptured 
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% Unraptured, uninflamed ! — 
« Oh! the burſt gates, cruſh'd ſting, demoliſh'd 


throne, | 
„ Laſt gaſp of vanquiſh'd death! ſhout earth and. 
heav'n, | N 


This ſum of good to man ! 


. Surely this goſpel, ſo true and faithful, ſo juſt 
and realbtiable: ſo ſuitable and advantageous, fo. 
excellent in itſelf and fo beneficial to us, is well 
worthy of all acceptation ! High and low, young 
and old, rich and poor have equal need of it, may 
be equally bleſt by it, and are equally concerned 
to bid it a moſt hearty welcome : All orders and 
degrees of men ſhould embrace this goſpel with. 
the utmoſt fervour of deſire and warmth of affec- 
tion, the moſt abſolute confidence and extatic joy. 
But alas! how far is this from being the caſe | 
How far are the generality, notwithſtanding their 
need of this goſpel and the bleſſed effects it would 
produce if properly received, from heartily and 
chearfully embracing it! "Thouſands there have 
been in every age, and thouſands there are in this 
age, yea in this nation, who (whatever they may 
pretend to the contrary) manifeſt by their tempers 
and conduct that they are yet unacquainted with 
that goſpel which they profeſs. 
Now that we may be able to judge whether 
their character and conduct deſerves our imitation 
it is worth our while to conſider, as was propoſed,, 
II. The Conſequences of rejecting or not be- 
ing favingly acquainted with ho goſpel. 
1. Upon this head little need be faid, the cafe, 
is ſo exceeding plain. It is ſufficiently evident 
from what has been already advanced that as the 
goſpel finds all mankind in a loſt condition, deſti- 
tute of the favour and image of Gop, and lia- 
ble to his wrath and eternal damnation ; fo it is 
intended to recover them from their fall, and to. 
| reſtore: 
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reſtore them to that holineſs and happineſs which 
they have loſt. And it is a diſpenſation manifeſt! 

well calculated, nay altogether ſufficient to anl. 
wer this end. It is a remedy not only every way 
ſuited to our diſeaſe, but of ſufficient virtue to ex- 
pel it and put us in poſſeſſion of our former 
health and happineſs. And all who embrace this 
goſpel, according to the deſign of its author, 
prove its efficacy, and find to their preſent and 


eternal comfort, that it does in fact accompliſh all 


that it has promiſed to the ruined race of Adam. 
2. But at the ſame time, be it obſerved, that 
as it is an all-ſufficient remedy, ſo it is the only 
ſufficient one. There is no other means of health 
and happineſs ; no other way of ſalvation, but 
that which this goſpel reveals. There is no other 
name, given under heaven among men, whereby we 
can be ſaved but that of Chriſt, whom this goſpel 
makes known. There is no other ſacrifice for ſin, 
which can take it away and procure for us a par- 
don, but that which the goipel points out. There 
is no other ſþirit to diſcover to us our want of 
that ſacrifice and to enable us to depend upon it 
with penitent and obedient hearts, but that which 
the goſpel offers. Hence it certainly follows (as 
it is in our text) Fo goſpel be hid, it is hid to 
thoſe that ave loſt. All that are unacquainted with 
it, that do not experience its diyine efficacy, re- 
main in that loſt, ruined, wretched condition in 
which all are by nature and that without help and 
without hope. No other remedy will ever be. 
offered, no other way of falvation ever revealed, 
no other means of happineſs ever preſcribed ; but 
they mult for ever ſuffer all the miſerable conſe- 
quences of their fall in Adam: They muſt re- 
main diſeaſed and dead in fin here, till they are 
adjudged to the ſecond death hereafter : they muſt 
continue polluted, accurſed, miſerable, till they N 
1 


4 


bid to depart accurſed into everlaſting fire, which 


will not purify them from, but encreaſe their pol- 


lutions, where he that is unholy will be more and 
more «nholy ſtill and of conſequence will be the 
more tormented. 

3 Such, in the nature of things muſt be the 
end of theſe who chey not the goſpel of Chriſt. 
br ſin againſt the remedy and muſt therefore 


ri 


it from no other, and therefore they abide in 
death till they are ſealed up in death eternal. But 
is this all? Have they no other miſery to dread 
but this which is merely a conſequence of their 
fallen ſtate ? This puniſhment, thus conſequential 
will, no doubt, be great beyond conception, and 
might well deter any conſiderate and ſerious 
mind from rejecting the goſpel of Chriſt, But 

et this is not all the impenitent have to fear. 
There is further reſerved for them a ſuperadded 
and encreaſed miſery, as a juſt recompenſe of their 


e and rebellion, for rejecting the ſalvation 
0 


ered in the goſpel. For ſurely, if after all that 
has been deſigned by infinite love, contrived by 
infinite wiſdom, ba executed by infinite power 
if after all the unparalleled ſufferings and aſtoniſh- 
ing tranſactions of the Son of Gop, with the 
amazing proceſs of divine grace in our behalf, 
from {rſt to laſt; if after all the ſuper-intending 
care, the awful judgments, and diſtinguiſhing 
bleſſings of God's providence ; the plain direc- 
tions, terrible threatenings and comfortable pro- 
miſes of Gop's word; the folemn warnings, 
affectionate addreſſes and earneſt invitations of 
God's miniſters ; and above all, the condeſcend- 
ing viſitations, moving diſcoveries and powerful 
pleadings of God's ſpirit ;—if after all this (I fay) 
we {till ungratefully reject the goſpel of Chriſt, 

| and 


without remedy : they will not come unto _ 
Chriſt that they may have life ; Rep can receive 
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and ſteel our hearts againſt its efficacy, nothing 
remaineth for us, but a fearful looting for of 
Judgment and fiery indignation which ſhall devour 
ws as adverſaries, a judgment far more ſevere 
and an indignation far hotter than would have 
befallen us, if ſo much had not been done for our 
recovery. 

4. Concerning this matter the ſcripture is 
plain and expreſs. This, it tells us, 7s the con- 
demnation, not that all died in Adam and are by na- 
ture in a loſt eſtate (tho* even on this account are 
we condemned and the condemnation is ſuſſicient- 
ly dreadful) but that light is come into the world 
and men love darkneſs rather than light re 
their deeds are evil. That proviſion is made for 
the inſtruction, holineſs and happineſs of mankind, 
and they chuſe rather to remain in their original 
iznorance, ſin and miſery, therefore they ſhall be 
condemned to a greater puniſhment and a more 
aggravated ruin. This is further manifeſt from 
the conduct of Gop towards the Ifraclites, who 
abuſed the light and privileges of a more dark and 
imperfect diſpenſation; a diſpenſation eſtabliſhed 
with farleſs apparatus of grace and mercy, and leſs 
illuſtrious diſplays of love and power ; which did 
not coſt the Godhead ſo dear (if I may ſo ſpeak) 
and upon the ſucceſs of which his heart was not 
ſo much ſet. Now was their contempt and abuſe 
of this inferior diſplay of divine goodnels ſuffered 
to paſs unpuniſhed ? Far, very far from it. Every 
tranſgreſſion and att of diſobedience (lays the apoſtle) 
received a juſt recompence of reward ; and they 
that deſpiſed the law of Mejes died without mercy 
under two or three witneſſes. May we not then 
argue with the apoſtle, of how much ſorer puniſh- 
ment ſuppoſe ye, ſhall he be thought worthy who 
tramples under foot the San of God, counts the blood 
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of the covenant an unholy thing and dves deſpite to 
the ſpirit of grace ! If they 22 not who refuſed 
bim who ſpake on earth (viz Moſes) much 4 25 
tue eſcape, if we turn away from him that ſpeaketh 
Jrom heaven ] And if the word ſpoken by angels 
was ſteadfaſt and every tranſgreſſion thereof ſe- 
verely puniſhed, how ſhall we eſcape if we neg- 
let fo great ſalvation, which at firſt begun to 
be ſpoken (not by angels but) by the Lord himſelf, 
and was confirmed unto us by thoſe that heard 
him, God alſo bearing witneſs both with figns. 
and ſchonders and divers miracles and gifts of 
the Holy Ghoft according to his will. 

5. From theſe declarations of holy ſcripture, 
they who neglect or reject the ſalvation, of the 
goſpel may judge what they have to expect, even 
judgment in extreme without any mixture of 
mercy, a torment as great as infinite wiſdom can 
eontrive and Almighty Power execute, and 
laſting as the days of eternity! Unhappy 
creatures! Their judgment of a long time lin- 
gereth nat, and their damnation flumbereth not! 
fer if God ſpared not the angels that ſinned, 
but caſt them down to hell (ne no Saviour 
died for them, no ſalvation was offered to them 
or rejected by them) and delivered them inte 
chains of darkneſs to be reſerved unto judg- 
ment; much leſs will he ſpare them who have 
_ multiplied their offences as the ſand on the ſea 

ſhore, and have rejected a pardon, though pur- 
"chaſed for them, by the moſt exquiſite ſuffer- 
ings, and ignominious, painful death of God's 
own Son! 

6. And does it not then concern vs, my bre. 
thren, molt ſeriouſly to enquire, whether we re- 
ject this goſpel, ws: neglect the great ſalvation 
offered in it? Can we omit ſo to do and not be 
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wanting in prudence as well as grace? As de- 
void of wiſdom as of piety? Surely, if we are 
careleſs about a matter of ſuch infinite importance, 
we ſhew that we as truly diſregard our ow: welfare 
as the honour of God, and are as certainly cne- 
mies to ourſelves, as to our great and 33 
Creator, Enquire then, I beſecch you, 1 do not 
ſay, into your An edge, but into your experience 
in this matter, and aſk your hearts whether you 
have ſeen your need of, and cordially embraced thoſe 
bleſſings which have this day been let before you? 
Has the goſpel been a means, through the blood 
of Chriſt and the ſpirit of Gop, of miniſtering to 
you er e and life? Has it juſtihed your 
perſons and renewed your nature? Have you 
found peace with Gop through it, and power 
over ſin? Adoption into his family, and a reſtora- 
tion to his likeneſs? If you have hitherto, not 
only ſtopped ſhort of theſe privileges, but have 
even reſted contented without them, be aſſured 
whatever knowledge you have gotten of the 
goſpel in theory, you are yet unacquainted with it 
in experience, It has not, by any means, an- 


ſwered its intended end upon you, but is {till 


really hid to you, and you remain in a loſt 
wake: and are in the high road to be loſt far 

ever | | 
7. May the Lord incline you to lay this ta 
heart ere it be too late! May you feel your want 
of thoſe bleſſings, which are freely offered you in 
the goſpel of Chriſt and gratefully receive tie! 
The goſpel has come to you in word, may you 
never reſt till it alſo come to you in porwer and 
with the Holy Ghoſt, and with much aſſurance ! 
In order hereto, may you ſeek the Lord, while he 
may be found, and call upon him while he 1s near ] 
May the wicked, among you, forſake his way and 
the unrighteous man his thaughts, and may you all 
C2 turn 


134 ] 
turn unto the Lord that he may have mercy 
upon you, and unte our God that he may abun- 

dantly pardin ! May vou turn to him in true 
repentance and unſeigned, living faith, a faith of 
the operation of his ſpirit ! May you aſ+ tha this 
repentance and faith may be given you, and ſeek, in 
the uſe of appointed means, that you may find ! 
Thus may the goſpel, which is the power of God 
unto ſalvation to every penitent, believing foul, be 
the powerful means of your ſalvation! Being 
:uſtified from all things through faith in the 
lood of Chriſt and ſanctified through the oper- 
ation of his fpirit, may your converſation be 
ſuch as becometb the 22901 on earth, till you 
receive your heavenly inheritance, that eternal 
life and happy immortality brought to light by the 


ſpel. 
4 SERMON 


END OF THE FIRST SERMON. 
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SERMON II. 


2 COR. iv. 3, 4 ver. 

But if our goſpel be hid, it is hid to them that are 
loft, in whom the god of this world hath blinded 
the minds of them that believe not, leſt the light 
of the glorious goſpel of Chriſt—ſhould ſhine 


unto them. 


1. JN a former diſcourſe on this important 

aſſage of holy writ, I endeavoured to 
ſhew the nature and d:/ign of the goſpel of Chriſt 
and the dreadful conſequences which attend. our re- 
jecting it. And, undoubtedly, it is of fo excellent 
a nature, and propoſes a deſign fo benevolent and 


glorious, that all to whom it is offered ought in 


reaſon and duty, to embrace it heartily and with- 
out delay; even ſuppoſing they might neglect ſo 
to do without ſuffering any inconvenience, But 
waen it is further conſidered to what extreme and 
endleſs mifery they certainly expoſe themſelves 
who reject this goſpel, one would ſuppoſe no child 
of man who reflects at all upon the ſubject, could 
heſitate one moment about it; one would ima- 
gine that motives of ſe/f-intere/t, at leaft, would 
prevail where duty and gratitude had no in- 
fluence; and that a fear of puniſhment would 
compel thoſe, whom redeeming love did not con- 
ſtrain, nor promiſes of happineſs allure. 

2. And, bleſſed be Gop, one or other of theſe 
conſiderations do, through the influence of divine. 

race (abſolutely needful in this weak and diſor- 
; en ſtate» of human nature) perſuade many to- 
comply with the deſign of this glorious goſpel. 
But alas! this is by no means the cafe in genera 
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I ſpeak not of Jews, Turks, and Heathens, but 
of profeſſing Chriſtians :) The generality even 
of theſe do moſt certainly reje& the goſpel of 
Chriſt and neglect the great ſalvation offered by 
it. Into the reaſon of this conduct *tis worth our 
while to enquire, eſpecially as it may be a means 
of preſerving us from an imitation, which, I am 
ſure, is no way deſirable, This I ſhall take oc- 
caſion to do from the words of our text, where the 
apoſtle hath given us a key to unlock this myſtery 
(and a myſtery, no doubt, it is:) The god of this 
world (ſays he) hath blinded the minds of them 
that believe not, leſt the light of the glorious goſpel 
of Chrift ſhould ſhine unto them. | 
3. The inſpired penman (it ſeems) ſtill alludes 
to the caſe of Moſes, who put a veil over his face, 
ſo that the glory of it could not be diſcerned by the 
Ifraelites. Thus, as he has intimated in the pre- 
_ ceding chapter, a vail of obſcurity was caſt over 
that diſpenſation, through which the Jews (whoſe 
minds alſo were blinded) could not diſcover the 
end and deſign of it. Hence they were not ſa- 
vingly benefited by it; it did not lead them to 
Chriit, as was intended. Now tho” the goſpel 
be not veiled, but ſuffered to ſhine out in full luſ- 
tre; yet the god of this world, induſtrious to pre- 
vent the falvation of mankind, by blinding the 
minds of them that believe not, prevgnts them from 
diſcerning the light of this glorious goſpel or from 
being enlightened by it. 
I bree particulars offer themſelves to our con- 
ſideration on this ſubject. 


Iſt. Who is meant by the god of this world, and 
why he is ſo called? Fas | 
Adly. Whom we are to underſtand by thoſe 
that believe not? 
Zdͤly. How the god of this world blinds their 
minds ? | I. With 
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1. With regard to the f of theſe, c who is 
meant by the god of this world, and why he is fo 
called?” ſhould have thought it unneceſſary to ſay 
any thing by way of explication, had I not occaſion- 
ally met with ſome who interpret this of 7ehovah, 

the Gd love, the Saviour of all men, whoſe tender 

mercies are oer all his works; as if he, concerned 
to prevent the ſalvation of his creatures, whom 
he hath redeemed with his Son's moſt precious 
blood, acted the part of the grand adverſary of 
mankind and blinded their minds by fin and un- 
belief, leſt they ſhould be enlightened by that 
very goſpel which he has provided, in his infinite 
goodneſs, for their illumination. Ihe bare men- 
tion of ſo wild a notion as this, is with men of 
underſtanding and piety, ſufficient to confute it. 
By the god of this world, the apoſtle undoubtedly 
means ſatan, who is elſewhere called the prince 6 
this world, and the ruler of the darkneſs of this 
world, and the prince of the power of the air, the 
& that wort eth in the children of diſobedience. 

his apoſtate ſpirit, this enemy of God and man 
(and not the Gop and Father of our Lord Jeſus 

riſt) is doubtleſs concerned to hinder the ſue- 
ceſs of the goſpel, which is deſigned for the over- 
throw of his kingdom, and with this view exerts, 
to the utmoſt, all his power and policy from day to 
day, continually lying in wait to deceive, like a 
ſubtile ſerpent, and like a roaring lion going about 
ſeeking whom he may devour, | 


«© He now is plotting how he may ſeduce 

4 Us alſo from obedience, that with bim, 

% Depriv'd of happineſs, we may partake 

«« His puniſhment, eternal miſery, 

„% Which would be all his ſclace and revenge, 
« As a deſpite done gainſt the Moſt High.“ 


2. Some 


8] 


2. Some (wiſe, aboye what is written) would 
account for this expreſſion, whereby ſatan is called 
the god of this world, by ſuppoſing that this world 
was originally under the dominion. of the fallen 
angels before their rebellion, and was the ſeat. of 
their kingdom; and that upon their fall, as a 
puniſhment for their crime, it was reduced into 
that chaotic ſtate deſcribed, Gen. 1. ver. 1. The 
earth was without form and void, and darknel(s 
was upon the face of the deep. Hence it was, 
they further ſuppoſe, that when the earth was put 
into its paradiſaical ſtate and man placed in it 


(who 2 think was created to ſupply the place 


of the fallen angels) God did not entirely baniſh. 
them this world, but ſtill permitted them to wan- 
der to and fro in it, and not only to tempt the 
human race (for their trial) but alſo to exerciſe 
ſome authority over the elements and other crea- 
tures ; tho* under certain reſtrictions beyond which 
they cannot pals. But it is certain all this is mere 
conjecture, without any countenance from any 
part of ſcripture. And it is plain ſatan may be 


called the god of this world, with ſufficient pro- 


priety without ſuppoſing any thing of this kind, 
even on the fame principles on which he is termed 


(as we have ſeen) the prince of this world, and tbe 


ruler of the darkneſs of this world, and the prince 
of the power of the air; and that is, becauſe of the 
influence he has over mankind in general, and the 
uſe he makes of the dazling vanities and allure- 
ments of this world, to attain and preſerve that in- 
fluence. n 


4. Accordingly the expreflion, here uſed is. 
more properly tranſlated the god of this age, i. e. 


of the people of this world, or of mankind while 
the period of this world laſts. And ſurely, in 
order to juſtify tae apoſtle's manner of ſpeaking,, 
it is not neceſſary to ſuppoſe that the people of this 

world 
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world build temples to ſatan, or pay him a folemn 
and formal worthip (though even that has not 
been wanting.) But as Jehovah is called the 
Gor of his people, becauſe they are his „iii, 
obedient to his will and devoted to his ſervice ; ſo, 
for the fame reaſon is ſatan called the God of this 
world. Mankind, in general, obey and ſerve him, 
and he reigns in and over them with all auttority, 
They willingly comm ſin, and therefore they are 
of the devil : His ſervants they are, becauſe 
« they abey him, and from him muſt expect to receive 
thejr wages. They lie in wickedneſs (Gr. in the 
_ one) and ſhall have their portion with 


And this is the. caſe of all who believe not, 
who have not that faith in this goſpel whereof 
- cometh ſalvation. For the apoſtle tells us in our 
text, that ſatan hath blinded the minds of them 
that believe not, and elſewhere that he worketh (Gr. 
worketh with energy, with mighty power) in the 
children of diſobedience, or (as the word may be 
properly rendered) of unbelief. And who theſe 
are we were 2dly to conſider. 
And 1. That all infidels, who do not acknow- - 
ledge Jeſus of Nazareth to be the Son of Gon 
— the Saviour of the world, nor admit the Chriſ- 
tian revelation to be of Gop, are of the number 
of thoſe that believe not, will not be denied by 
any, who know any thing even of the theory of 
religion. "That the devil (how little foever they 
may think they have to do with him, though they 
may utterly deny his very exiſtence, and be con- 
fident there is no ſuch being in nature, yet (I ſay 
that ſatan) hath blinded heir minds, and works 
in them with mighty power, with uncontrouled 
authority, we are well aſſured. It is fomething 
amazing, and what excites one's compaſhon ra- 
ther than provokes one's indignation, to hear theſe 
ITY creatures 
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creatures boaſt of their ſuperior knowledge, and 
to ſee them value themſelves upon their free think- 
ing, unbiaſſed (they ſuppoſe) by popular preju- 
dices ; while they are in reality blinded by the 

od of this world, and led captive by the devil at 

ts will, the very bond-flaves of ſatan and dupes 
of a vain and deluded mind. Surely one muſt 
pity the infatuation of theſe 


« Pompous ſons of reaſon idoliz'd 
% And vilified at once; of reaſon dead 
1% Then deified, as monarchs were of old; 


Who as a puniſhment for their pride and ſelf 
conceit and becauſe they receive not the love of the 
truth that they might be ſaved, are given up to 
ſtrong deluſions to believe a lie, that they may all 
be damned who. do not obey the truth, but have plea - 
fure in unrighteouſneſs. They pretend indeed a 
regard for truth, and plead ſtrongly their right to 
think for themſelves (a right which no-body will 
wiſh to deny them) but. alas ! as Dr. Yom 
juſtly obſerves, | | 


* While love of truth thro? all their camp reſounds, 


«© They draw pride's curtain o'er the noon· tide ray, 


Spike up their inch of reaſon on the point 
«« Of philoſophic wit, call'd argument; 

« And then, exulting in their taper, cry 

% Behold the ſun! and, Indian like, adore. 


Light is come into they world, but they love darkneſs. 
rather than light, becauſe their deeds are evil. 

2. But not only thoſe, who reject the Chriſtian. 
revelation altogether, come under the character of 
them that believe not: thoſe alſo muſt be conſidered 
as included under the fame denomination, who 
_ tho' they admit the goſpel to be of divine authority, 

yet neglect or renounce ſome of its principal pri- 

vileges, and perhaps ridicule and reproach mo 
W's ; was 
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who profeſs to receive them, as enthuſiaſts and fa- 
natics. For inſtance: If the goſpel indeed offer 
pardon of {in and acceptance with Gzop, through 
the righteouſneſs of Chriſt, together with the Holy 
Ghoſt to ſeal thoſe bleſſings upon our hearts and 
enable us to walk worthy of them; then all who 
deny, or neglect the inſpiration of the- Holy Spirit, 
and the knowledge of ſalvation by the forgiveneſs of 
fins, do in effect _ and neglect the goſpel itſelf, 
and are therefore undoubtedly blinded by the god 
of this world, and to be ranked among thoſe ther 
believe not. Yea, and 
3dly. We muſt give the ſame appellation to 
all who reſt without [roll Faith: the faith which 
is not only an a//emt to, and a conviction of the 
truths of the goſpel ; but alſo a dependance on its 
promiſes, and an hearty acceptance of its privileges: 
the 4 which, beſides a perſuaſion of what the 
goſpel reveals in general, implies further, an entire 
approbation of, and hearty acquieſcence in the 
plan of ſalvation by Chriſt in particular : the faith 
. which is both the evidence of things nat ſeen and 
the bene of things hoped for ; whereby we are 
both aſſured of things ſpiritual and eternal, and 
- anticipate the enjoyment of things e and 


divine, already poſlefling an earneſt Hour future 
enheritance in our hearts. Fe that thus believeth 
with his heart unto righteouſneſs, certainly hath 
eternal life, hath a title to it and aforetaſte of it, for 
through Chrift all that believe are juſtified from all 
things, and recerve the promiſe of the Spirit thro 
faith. But he that doth not thus believe, but reſts 
ſatisfied without this faith, hath not life, but the 
wrath of God abideth on him, he remains in that 
wretched ſtate of ſin, and guilt, and wrath in which 
he was by nature, unreſtored, unforgiven having 
a ſuperadded condemnation for negleCting fo great 
falvation as is offered through the Mediator. The 


goſpel, 


- 
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goſpel, which is only the power of God unto ſalva- 
ry to him that believeth, is hid to him, and he is 
oſt. 5 

I now proceed to ſhew (as was propoſed 

Jah. How ſatan blinds the minds of thoſe that 
believe not, ſo as to keep them ſhut up in unbelief 
and preveat the gloriaus goſpel of Chrift from ſbin- 
ing unto them, that they may be ſaved. 

1. The god of this world knows that the goſ- 
pel will only be heartily and thankfully received 
(and to receive it otherwiſe is not to receive it 
at all) by thoſe who know its worth and their 
want of jt; and that N thoſe can know this 
who are deeply concern for the ſalvation of their 


ſouls.” This therefore is his fir/? point, to keep 
mankind unconcerned about their ſalvation. With 
this view he labours to conceal from them the 
vanity of the werld with all that it contains, its 
unfatisfattory nature and ſhort duration. He 


contrives to engage and entangle them in ſuch 
a multiplicity of buſineſs, to charm and ſtupify 
them with ſuch a viciſſitude of pleafures, to divert 
and entertain them with ſuch a variety of amuſe- 
ments, that they have neither leiſure, power, nor 


inclination for any ſerious reflection, on the im- 


3 


portance of things eternal. . | 

2. Impelled by an unſeen force (of which they 
are inſenſible, nay, which they are taught to deny 
and - ridicule) they fly from the exchange to the 
tavern, from the tavern to the play, and from the 
play to intemperance and debauchery : They drive 
furiouſly from merchandiſe to company, from 
company to exceſs, from exceſs to the ſtupidity of 
ſleep, and in the mean time forget my are only 
wandering from vanity to vanity, and prove by 
this reſtleſs toil and labour that this world is not 
their reſt, Op, if on ſome occaſion a conviction 


of this forces itſelf upon their minds, and 
r «Kind 


bo, 
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—— Kind experience cries, 
ce There's nothing here but what as nothing weighs,“ 


They ſummon up all their courage and exclude 
the thought as an intruding =_ come to tor- 
ment them before the time. ey run round and 
round in the circle of buſineſs, pleaſure and amuſe- 
ment, only intent on what is beneath their feet, 
or eager to catch the deluſive phantom, which, 
perpetually oP before them, craftily entices | 
them forward; and in the mean time, they do not | 
(by faith) obſerve the melting elements, the | 
quaking earth, the falling ſtars, the darkened ſun, 
the departing heavens, and the deſcending triumph 
of the victorious Son of Gop, who ere long will 
command, © Bring forth thefe mine enemies who 
would not that I ſhould reign over them and ſlay 
them before me.” 
3. Day paſſes after day, week after week, month 
after month, and year after year, and they draw 
near the chambers of death, the repoſitories of all 
living; where ſtrict juſtice will examine and 
almighty wrath puniſh, with unrelenting fury their 
wicked impertinence and trifling ; yet ſtill they 
go on in the fame filly purſuit, unconcerned and 
. unreformed, as if life would always laſt and they 
were not accountable for their conduct, or as if 
this world were their only portion, and while en- 
_ deavouring to ſecure it, they were rationally em- 
_ _ployed. Time flies, and “ on his broad pinions, 
ſwifter than the wind,” bears them rapidly along 
towards the confines of a boundlels eternity, into 
which he reſigns them for their bliſs or woe, end- 
leſs and extreme, according to their preſent be- 
haviour : But they are thoughtleſs amidft it all, 
N amuſed and entertained with the objects they meet 
: with in their ſpeedy courſe : Or lulled into a fatal ; 
ſlumber by the even _ inſenſible motion, they 


| do 


L 34 J 


do not awake to ſober recollection, till, caſt down 
the ſteep precipice of death, they are ſhocked to 


find themſelves falling, beyond recovery, into a 
boundleſs eternity. | 


4. Thus (as our poet beautifully deſcribes it) 


| Life ſpeeds away 
«© From point to point tho? ſeeming to ſtand ſtill ; 
«© The cunning fugitive is ſwift by ſtealth ! 

«© Too ſubtile is the movement to be ſeen ; 

«© But ſoon man's hour is up and we are gone!“ 


Life is all trifled away and the great buſineſs of 
life is left undone : Ve 6 all the day idle and 
neglect to work in the vineyard, 7, the night of 
death cometh wherein no man can work. We are 
hurried out of this world before we well conſider 
why we were ſent into it, and ſurprized into ano- 
ther, before we have made. any preparation for 
a favourable reception or comfortable abode there, 
We enter upon an eternal ſtate of exiſtence, for 
the boundleſs and everlaſting demands of which, 
we have made no proviſion, have laid up no trea- 
ſure, We have ſquandered away our talents in 
ſin and folly, neglected to pay the debt of wiſdom, 
and now are become bankrupts : the juſtice of 
Gop arreſts us, and we are delivered into the 

wer of malicious tormentors, to be confined in 
the dark priſon of hell, till we ſhall pay the utter- 
moſt farthing. 

5. Now ſatan has an hand in all this. Thro' 


his influence it is (inwardly upon the mind or 


9 upon the ſenſes) that the flight of time 
4 | 


is not diſcerned, and, 


© We ſcarce believe we're older for our years: 
% That all mankind miſtake their time o' day, 
«6 Even age itſelf: Freſh hopes are hourly ſown 
« In furrow'd brows. So gentle life's deſcent, 
* We ſhut our eyes and think it is a plain.“ 1 
3 0 


\ 
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He engages our attention by the objects of 
ſenſe, draws the veil of unbelief betwixt us and 
eternity; and left that ſhould not ſuffice, left the 
merciful arrows of conviction, taken from the 
quiver of the goſpel and levelled at the heart by 
| Ge ſpirit of truth, ſhould penetrate that veil, he 
further obſcures our proſpect with the fumes of 
pleaſure, and clouds of prejudice, ariſing from 
varuly paſſions and appetites, immerſed in ſenſual 
gratifications. | 
6. But 2dly, if, notwithſtanding all his care to 
keep us quiet and inſenſible, the gracious beams 
of divine light find their way to our minds, thro” 
all intervening obſtacles, and diſturb our ſlumbers: 
if we are rouſed from our lethargy and awakened 
to a deep ſenſe of the importance of ſalvation, fully 
reſolving to mind the one thing needful: then ſa- 
tan, craftily yielding where he can no longes 
withſtand, perſuades us to defer to a more con- 
venient ſeaſon, what, he grants it is reaſonable we 
ſhould one day attend to. © By and by (he art- 
fully inſinuates) we ſhall be in a better ſituation, 
have fewer hindrances and more helps in religious 
matters, and ſhall find it leſs difficult to enſure an 
happy eternity. At preſent we have ſome buſineſs 
of conſequence to tranſact, ſome engagements to 
fulfil, ſome affairs to ſettle which do not well con- 
ſiſt with religion. Beſides it will be better to 
{ change our conduct by degrees, and not all at 
N once; to ſlide into ſeriouſneſs imperceptibly; for 
; by this means we ſhall avoid the ridicule of our 
companions and be leſs liable to the charge of 
hypocriſy, enthuſiaſm, or melancholy. And we 
have time enough upon our hands, are in good 
health, younger than many of our neighbours who 
are as careleſs as we, and are likely to hve yet many 
years. Gop is . and will pardon us, tho? 
2 on 
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on a death-bed, and receive us to work in his 
vineyard even at the eleventh hour.” 


7. Thus our fly adverſay too often prevails, . 


and what we cannot but purpoſe we poſtpone. 
We {till reſolve to be very religious, but ut yet. 
At ſome future period, we cannot politively ſay 
when, we intend to be very good, very exemplary, 

a burning and ſhining lights. And it is well 
if we are not a little vain on this account, proud 
of our future goodneſs ! 


% We pay ourſelves the compliment to think 

% We one day ſhall not drivel, and our pride, 

«« On this reverſion, takes up ready praiſe, 

% At leaſt our own ; our future ſelves applauds; 
% How excellent that life we ne'er ſhall lead! 


In the mean time he craftily keeps out of ſight 
the uncertainty of life and the certainty of death. 
We forget that our breath is in our noſtrils, and 
that we may, like many of our friends and neigh- 
bours, be hurried hence at a moment's warning : 
hat we may never live to ſee that future period we 
build our everlaſting all upon, no, nor one future 
hour: but ſuppoſe we ſhould, that Gop may then 
juſtly deny that grace to aſſiſt us (and without it we 
can do nothing) which was before offered, and 
rejected or abuſed. But proceeding on falſe prin- 
Ciples, we take for granted what ought firſt to be 
proved, and rely upon that as certain which is, of 
all things, the moſt uncertain. Perhaps we may 
live till to-morrow, perhaps Gop may then vouch- 
ſafe us his grace and therefore we wi! defer our 
repentance for the preſent. 


i CC On this perhaps, 
© This per-adventure, infamous for hes, 
«« As on a rack of adamant, we build 
© Our mountain hopes: Spin our eternal ſchemes, 
et And, big with life's futurities, ra ae I 
g . n 
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8. And not only the young or the middle-aged; 
the Old too, come under this condemnation. — 
Though they have already grieved and quenched 
the ſpirit ſo often, that they have great reaſon to 
think he will ſoon bid them a final farewell, if he 
have not even now actually done it; wt they 
have already arrived at the utmoſt boundaries of 
man's life, at the very margin of the grave, and 
are tottering over it through age and infirmity,.in 
danger of being ſuddenly tuſnbſed in by the ſtroke 
of affliction, and covered up by the command of 
death: yet even they think it is time enough yet, 
and feebly mutter (being now unable to ſpeak 
plain) ſomething about repenting hereafter. Tho 
oppreſſed with tae burthen of years, bowed down 
with infirmity and weakened with pain, the 
doatingly ſuppoſe they ſhall, by and by, do the bu- 
ſineſs of eternity, run the Chriſtian race, and 
work out their awn ſalvation: — Though their 
ſight is dimmed by age and beclouded with diſeaſe, 
ſo that they cannot fee what is at hand; though 
all their faculties are weakened ; yet they fondly 
imagine they diſcern, in woloedt, months and 
yew of leifare, health and eaſe which they will 
pend for GoD and their ſouls,, Thus, 


«© The hoary fool, who all his days 

« Hath laboured with continued ſorrow, 

«« Yet ſtill goes on and fondly lays 

The deſperate bet upon to-morrow : 

To- morrow comes; tis noon ;—'tis night: 
e« This day like all the former flics ; 

«« Yet on he goes to ſeek delight 

% To-morrow ;—till to-night he dies.“ 


9. But 3dly, if we. are ſo awakened, by the 
grace of Gop, to a ſenſe of the abſolute impor- 
tance of things eternal, that we reſolve to devote 
ourſelves to him; and fo convinced of the /hort- 
neſs and uncertainty of time, that we determine 

| to 
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to delay no longer; — then ſatan's next aim muſt 
de to prevent our finding the wy way of ſalvation 
and to put us upon a wrong road. For this pur- 
poſe he diverts our attention from the /p;rituality, 
obligation and extent of the law of Gop, the uni- 
verſal, conſtant and perſevermg obedience it re- 
quires, and the dreadful puniſhment it threatens 
to all the violators of it; in order that, not com- 
paring our hearts and lives with it, we ay re- 
main ſtrangers to our guilt and weakneſs, Lhus, 
he knows, we ſhall continue ignorant of our want 
of the goſpel, and ſo ſhall be hindered from em- 
bracing its glorious privileges. 

10. For not ſeeing our _ great and aggra- 
vated iniquities, we muſt be infenlible of the guilt 
we have contracted, the puniſhment we have de- 
ſerved, and our own utter inability to make any 
ſatisfaction for our fins, or to avert the impending 
ruin. Thus we cannot diſcern our want of the aton= 
ing blood and perfect righteouſneſs of the appointed 

ediator in order to our juſtification before Gop, 
Hence, it is no wonder, if we imitate the Jews 
of old, who had zeal for God, but not according ta 
knowledge; for being ignorant of God's righteouſneſs, 
and going about to eftabliſh thetr own righteouſneſs, 
they did not ſubmit themſelves to the 7. e 
of God. Again, not ſeeing the depravity of our 
nature and the neceſſity of a change (becauſe 
without holineſs no man 2 ſee the Lord) or not 
knowing our own inſuffeciency for any thing that 
is good, we muſt be unacquainted with our need 
of that ſpirit of holineſs and power, which God 
hath promiſed in the goſpel. Hence it is no 
wonder if, having a form of godlineſs, we deny the 
power of it, if having a name to live, we remain 
dead it is no wonder, if we put confidence in the 
fleſh, lean to our own Fey eee truſt in our 
"on ſtrength, and periſh at laſt without 2 
| | II. 
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11. Thus many who have been open ſinners, 
reſt in a mere outward reformation, lopping off 
ſome of the branches of fin, while they leave, 
not only the roots deeply fixed in the ground of 
their hearts, as with bands of iron and braſs; but 
alſo the unwieldy ſtock not hewn down; I mean 
their ſtubborn will ſtill unſubdued by grace, ſtill 
proud and refractory, and bent upon ſerving the 
world and themſelves. And thus others, who 
have not been notorious ſinners, content them- 
ſelves with this conſideration, © that they are not 
ſo bad as many of their neighbours, and, if we 
are not ſaved (ſay they) what will become of the 
generality of the world.” And thus daubing the 
corrupted wall of their depraved nature with the 
untempered mortar of ſelf- righteouſneſs, they 
vainly ſuppoſe it can ſtand the thock of death and 
judgment, when it is ready to fall at every thurſt 
of adverſity, or breeze of temptation |! | 

12. Many however (bleſſed be Gop) do not 
fall by this ſnare, but in ſpite of fatan and his 
devices, are convinced of fin and its dreadful 
conſequences.— It would now be in vain for the 
god of this world to attempt 1 theſe, that 
they may ſafely defer the concerns of their ſouls 
to a yet future period. They ſee and feel to their 
forrow, that they have already trifled too long, and 
greatly endangered, if not altogether precluded 
their ſalvation. They tremble to think, how the 
axe of Gop's juſtice was laid to the root of their 
barren ſouls, and now narrowly they eſcaped being 
cut down, as cumberers of the ground; a puniſh- 
ment they well deſerved. They are aſhamed and 
confounded under a ſenſe of their fin and ingrati- 
tude, when they conſider how long they have rob- 
bed him of their bodies and iouls, their time and 


talents, from whom they received all, and to 
| whoſe 
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whoſe ſervice all ought to have been conſtantly 
devoted. They are diſtreſſed at their folly and 
madneſs, when-they reflect, how many years the 
have thoughtleſsly wandered to and tro — 
the earth, ſeeking reſt but finding none, vainly ex- 

ecting that happineſs from the world which is to 
be found in Gop alone; ſhunning religion as a 
wretched and melancholy thing, whereas they now 
ſee it is the only ſource of true and laſting fdicity. 
And ſhall they itill go on adding one degree of {in 
and ingratitude, folly and madneſs to another? 
No, this they dare not do; nor can all ſatan's 
power or policy ſhake their fixed reſolution, formed 
in the ſtrength of Jehovah, no more to tread in 
their former ſteps. : 

13. He does not however yet give them u 
does not deipair of working their ruin ater af} 
But he takes a new courſe and alters the plan of 
his operations. Before, he endeavoured to de- 
ſtroy them by preſumption, and delays: now his 
aim is to effect the ſame purpoſe by dejection, and 
deſpondency. He ſuggeſts therefore that their ſins 


are too many and great to be forgiven, that their 
. © ſouls are too depraved ever to be reſtored, and too 


much enſlaved to the power of evil habits ever to 
be delivered. Know their regard to the word 
of 30D, he labours to countenance his tempta- 
tions with its authority, that they may have the 
greater influence. © You have blaſphemed (he 
argues) againſt the Holy Ghoſt, and therefore 
mult expect no forgiveneſs, neither in this world 
nor in that which is to come. You might indeed 
once have found mercy, but it is now too late: you 
have ſinned ſo long, fo much, fo preſumptuouſly, 


in deſpite of ſo many invitations, warnings, pro- 


miſes, threatnings, which ought to have led you 
to repentance, that you mult now expect judg- 
| ment 
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ment without mercy.” © Becauſe he called and 
you refuſed, he {tretched out his hands and you did 
not regard, therefore he alſo now laughs at your ca- 
lamity and mocks when your fear is come. When 
your fear is come as deſolation—when diſtreſs and 
anguith is come upon you, you may indeed call, 
but he will not anſwer, you may ſeek him early, 
but you ſhall not find him. For that you hated 
knowledge and did not chuſe the fear of the Lord: 
you would none of his counſel, and deſpiſed all his 
reproof ; therefore you ſhall eat the fruit of your 
own way, and be filled with your own devices.“ 
« Without holineſs no man ſhall ſee the Lord, 
And are you holy? Alas ! you are altogether pol- 
luted, and who can bring a clean thing out of an 
unclean ? As ſoon might the Ethiop change his 
ſkin or the leopard his ſpots, as you, accuſtomed 
to do evil, learn to do well : For the ſpirit has 
done ftriving with you, and you are now left to 
the hardneſs of your heart, and given up to a re- 
probate mind.” 

14. By theſe and ſuch like ſuggeſtions ſatan 
ſometimes prevails, and the poor Bal, giving up 
all for loſt, finks down into dejection and deff airy 
not daring to rely on the faithful promiſes of Gon 
through Chriſt, Fearing, however, leſt if they 
ſtill continue ſenſible of the deep importance of 
falvation, and defirous to obtain it, though at pre- 
ſent without hope, they may, ſon:e way or other, 
hereafter meet with that encouragement, which 
now they cannot find; to prevent this and inſure 
their damnation, the enemy labours to drown 
them in ſenſuality and vice, or to bury them in 
buſineſs and care ; and ſometimes (though leſs 
frequently, becauſe he is not permitted) to drive 
them into diſtraction, madneſs and ſelf-murder. 

15. He ſuggeſts therefore, Since no atten- 


tion, deſire or diligence. of yours can alter the 
| decreg 
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decree which is already gone out againſt you, 
why ſhould you torment yourſelf before the time: 
why ſhould you make yourſelf miſerable by think- 
ing one moment about death or eternity? Na 

rather baniſh all thoughts about theſe things, 
which only ſerve to diſtreſs you and enjoy life while 
it laſts, You can but go to hell after all, and go 
to hell you mult as it is, if indeed there is an hell. 
But (he adds) who knows whether or no there is any 
ſuch place; perhaps your body and ſoul die together 
and ſhall never more exiſt : And why ſhould you 
venture a certainty for an uncertainty ? Let fools 
and fanatics do this : But be you wiſe for your- 
ſelf. At all hazards enjoy the preſent, let what 
will come of the future. But in fact (proceeds 
he) the future is out of the queſtion, it is no- 


thing to you: perhaps it is all mere imagination, 
but if not, it is certain you have no intereſt there. 


'The preſent world is your all : therefore, enjoy 
and make the moſt of it : Eat, drink, and be mer- 


ry, this even, Solomon tells you, 15" your portion 


than which there is nothing better for a man, in 
the days of his life which God giveth him under the 


ſun. Go thy way then (ſays he) eat thy bread with 


Joy, and drink thy wine with a merry heart ; let 
thy garments be always white, and let thy head lack 
no ointment. Live joyfully with the wonian whom 
thou loveſt all the days of thy vanity, for that is thy 
1x4 in this life, and in thy labour which thou 
akeſt under „ * 
15. Thus this old ſerpent, long experienced 
in the arts of ſeduction, craftily interweaves his 
nets with threads of ſcripture, forced from their 
natural ſenſe and miſrepreſented, that he may the 
more eaſily inſnare and detain in his power un- 
wary ſouls. Not being acquainted with his de- 


vices, they are too often caught in them. 8 


filent and natural are his ſuggeſtions that they 
| miſtake 
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miſtake them for the mere operations of their own 
minds, and never ſuſpect he has any hand in them, 
and ſo plauſible and threwd are his reaſonings, that 
they yield to them with little or no reluctance. 
Indeed if they conſidered and prayed to the Father 
of lights for the illumination of his ſpirit, they 
would ſoon diſcover the fallacy of his arguments, 
but not conſidering, or truſting to their own un- 
derſtanding, the grand deceiver is too cunning for 
them, and accompliſhes their ruin ere they are 
aware, 

17. This however (bleſſed be God) is only the 
caſe with very few that are convinced of fin. The 
generality (we have reaſon to believe) of penitent 
and broken hearted ſinners are enabled to withſtand 
in the evil day, to reſiſt the devil and he flees from 
them. Laying hold on the ſhield of faith,( offered 
them by Gop whoſe gift it 1s) 115 repel his fiery 
darts and are preſerved unhurt. By a faith of the 
operation of Cop, they ſee and are perſuaded that 
the blood of Chriſt cleanſeth from all fin : that, thro? 
it, God ts re and juſt to forgive us our ſms, 
and even to cleanſe us from all unrighteoujneſs. 
They ſee that in ane all fulneſs dwells, that his 
grace is ee for them and through this frength- 
ening them, they can do all things, can overcome 
the world, the fleſh and the devil, cleanſe them- 

elves from all filthineſs of fleſh and ſpirit, aud per- 
12 inf 2 72 G TH. believe 7 is 
able to ſave to the uttermoſt all that come unto G 
by him, and that whoſoever cometh unto him he «will 
in no wiſe caſt out. They therefore apply to him 
and truft their guilty, depraved and wretched 
ſouls to his care, and it is done unto them ac- - 
cording to their faith. They find redemption in 
bis blood, the forgiveneſs of fins, they are accepted 
in the beloved : they recetve the ſpirit of adoption, 
whereby they cry “ Abba Father,” and the fruits 


of 
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of this ſpirit are love, joy, and peace, holineſs and 
971 a preparation for and an earneſt of eter- 
nal life Thus notwithſtanding all ſatan's efforts 
to the contrary, the goſpel /hines unto them and th 
| are enlightened by it, enlightened with the light 
| of life, the FOE: of 0 11 glory of God in the 
| face of lathe lg, tn 2 walking in * light, as 
be is in the light expect, in the way of uni- 
|| verſal holineſs, Ae miſſion into thoſe heavenly 
| manſions, where the Lord will be their everlaſting 
tight, and their God their glory. 
| I. And now, my brethren, having pointed out 
j unto you ſome of "thoſe many devices, whereby 
ſatan beguiles unwary ſouls, let me beſeech you to 
| . conſider whether you are enſnared by him? Do 
not raſhly conclude you are not el 0 have 
thoroughly examined yourſelves as to all the par- 
ticulars mentioned above. And remember, if 
that goſpel which Tos have heard has not proved 
the power of God unto your ſalvation from the 
guilt and dominion of !in ; you are to this day, in 
one reſpect or other, enſnared by him. May you 
lay this conſideration to heart with the ſeriouſneſs 
its importance demands] Perſuaded if the goſpel 
continue to be hid to hen, you will be eternally 
loſt, may you never reſt ell it ſo ſhine unto you 
that you are . PEG by it with the light of life! 
Being awakened to a deep ſenſe of your loſt eſtate, 
and engaged now, without delay, to acquaint your- 
felf with God and be at peace, may it pleaſe the Fa- 
ther to bring you into the right way and reveal 
his fon in you; that he being made of Gon unto 
you wiſdom, righteou uſneſs, Tindiification and re- 
demption, you may eſcape every ſnare of the devil, 
3 5 againſt all his wiles, 8 to the end, and 
laſt be crowned as N84 
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